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Margaret's Batis Batis margaritae was first collected, by R. & L. Boulton, on 24 February

1931, at Mount Moco, Angola (Boulton 1934). Subsequently, the species was also found

at one locality in the southern Democratic Republic of Congo (Schouteden 1971) and the

species is fairly widespread in north-west Zambia where it can be common in Cryptosepalum

forest (Dowsett et al. 2008). However, little is known of its behaviour, and the nest and eggs

have never been described (Urban et al. 1997, Dowsett et al. 2008).

At around midday on 17 July 2010 we were in the largest forest patch on Mount Moco,

known as Luanda (Mills et al. 2011), when we spotted a small, cup-shaped nest in the

fork of a sapling within an area of relatively dense undergrowth at 2,390 m (12°42'557"S,

15°17'711"E). The nest contained two eggs. We retreated c.10 m and waited motionless in

the undergrowth. After a couple of minutes a pair of Margaret's Batis (Fig. 1) approached

the nest. They remained within 20 m for 5-10 minutes, after which one bird briefly perched

on the nest, confirming its ownership. To minimise disturbance, we briefly photographed

the nest and eggs after the birds had moved away, and then departed.

Twenty-one days later, on 7 August, we revisited the nest but found it empty. There

were no obvious signs of predation or disturbance, making us uncertain as to whether or

not the attempt had been successful. With a typical fledging period of 1 5—17 days for Batis

spp. ( I arboton 2001), it is possible that the eggs hatched shortly after our observation and
that the young had Hedged shortly before our second visit. Because the nest was no longer

in use, we collected it together with the branch on which it was placed, and have deposited

it in The Natural I listory Museum, Tring, UK (Nl 1M N/201 1.2.1).
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Figure 1 (left). Adult female Margaret's Batis Batis

margaritae near its nest, Luanda forest. Mount Moco,
Angola, July 2010 (A. Vaz)

Figure 2 (below, left). Nest of Margaret's Batis Batis

margaritae, Luanda forest. Mount Moco, Angola, July

2010 (A. Vaz)

Figure 3 (below, right). Nest and eggs of Margaret's
Batis Batis margaritae, Luanda forest, Mount Moco,
Angola, July 2010 (A. Vaz)

Description of the nest and eggs

Following the nomenclature of Simon & Pacheco (2005), the nest can be described as a

'high cup/fork', since nest height is greater than diameter, and it was placed in the fork of

a sapling (Fig. 2).

Location. —The nest was placed c.90 cm above the ground, in the fork of a sapling c.l

m tall. The sapling was 7-8 mmin diameter at the fork. The location was in dense forest

undergrowth below closed-canopy Afromontane forest, c.20 mfrom the forest edge.

Clutch size.— Two eggs; although we are uncertain if this was a complete clutch, the

usual clutch size in most Batis spp. is two eggs (Tarboton 2001).

E£8s -~~ Not handled, so not measured. Description taken from photographs (Fig. 3).

Background colour creamy white, with dark and pale brown blotching scattered over the

entire surface, albeit concentrated at the larger end. Markings similar to those of other Batis

spp. (Tarboton 2001).
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Nest materials. —The inside of the cup was lined with very fine grass, whereas the

outer surface comprised fine grass and mosses bound with spider's web, and covered

with small pieces of lichen attached with spider's web. The construction seems typical for

members of the genus Batis (Tarboton 2001).

Dimensions. —Height 9.0 cm, depth 3.0 cm, outer diameter / width 8.0 cm, outer

diameter / breadth 7.0 cm, inner diameter / width 5.0 cm, and inner diameter / breadth 4.5

cm. These dimensions are very similar to those of other Batis (Tarboton 2001).
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Wood rails
(
Aramides

)
were unknown from the Pacific coast of Peru until Graves

(1982) reported a sight record of a Brown Wood Rail Aramides wolfi in mangroves at Puerto

Pizarro, dpto. Tumbes. Here I review this report, the only record for Peru, and update the

status of Aramides wood rails in Tumbes.

On 26 September 1977, I encountered a wood rail at low tide at the margin of extensive

mangrove forest. I wrote a description and penned a drawing of the rail in my notes

later that afternoon (Graves 1982": 237); 'I cornered the rail in an isolated mangrove and
approached it within 3 meters. The chicken-sized, " Aramides-type" rail had a rather stout

yellowish bill, dark olivaceous brown upperparts and pale gray throat. The unbarred
breast, belly, and flanks were brown, slightly lighter in shade than the upperparts; the iris


